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opening and breaking locks, emplying every trunk
and box and helping themselves %o vhatever they liked, singing and whistling and
talking &t the very top of their voices. Lvery now and then they would come into
the nall with some impertinent question and remarks, which we tried to amswer al-
ways calilly and plainly. They cross-questioned us. about the firearms, and unlore-
‘tunately, after denying there were any in the house, they found an old one atored
away in a trunk which we had forgotten, and five osvords. The capture of thene
last delighted them highly, and thoy afterwards brought it up as prool to iwrs.

R. (Mrs. Robertson), "that Southern ladies could tell lies"--a little circumstance
which annoyed ne gonsiderably, bécause I would not for tbe world have the mpanvst
of the wretches suppose that we would so lower owrselves intentionally,

Vfords could not express to you all of-the agony ‘that we suffered during
the two or three hours that these wretches were rumning riot over the house,
egpocially when fhe aforensntioned leader of the party, an Irishman, came into the
hall and leaning on the piazza, looked at each oms of us and inquired in the niost
familiar manner, "Do any of yvu play the piano?" No roply was mude to the quontion
and it was not repeated. After awhils two men who seemed to Teol some pity for usg
téok theif seats by the door end acted as some protection to us. Ve sainteined a
forﬁal dignity, and soon our tongues gave utlerance to our indignation, and we
treatod thom to some of the plainest talling you‘ever heard, Some declaréd that
they reapected us Tfor avowing our sentiments openly, but others were oiferded, «nd
one Tfollow after receiving a very spirited reply from Dootie to his injunctioa to
write to har lover and brothers to lay down tloir armn ond matop the war, declarod
that he had'come with the intent ion of affording us protection, but weo talked too
d=-=-=--strong, and did not deserve it" and walked out calling some of the ven after
him.

Towards noon an officer rode up and seemad much incensed and mortified at
the behawior of the men and ordered tlem out #nd gave us & guard. Several officers
vere taken OVer'tha Louse to behold the work of destruction, and all expressed re-
grat, though theylwere s0 exultant over their‘triumphs that tley incensed us very
much in their way. _

Quiet being restored, we tuke a towr of the house and from the gerrett

closet down,the appourance of confunion connot be dencribed. KEvery article of the
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though all tosgsed over the floor, werse left untouched with some exceptions. Lven
my little darling was the loser by one dress--the nicest she had, not yet made up.

Jusv at dark our guard took leave and left us in a stateA of u.nparallelecl
minery and wretchedness, having heard tThat thrests had been made to refurn at
night and burn the house end not leave anyone whoﬁve could send to demand a guard,
Vo were mercifully permitted to remain in quietness and perfectly undisturbed until
afver daylight, when they came swarming into the yard lile locusts, nearching end
digging in evdry corner and in the dry wells without success. Just where you con-
cealed some articles in the vegetable garden they had dug with hoes and apades and
their bayonsis. We have watched them in perfect misery and have been' Zrateful to
you at many timws that your work was ao well performed,

( Fe&"‘ 3,/)3 How long it is To remain so Heaven only knows ¢ Those thg‘h camd into the
Louse today were more orderly aad did not secem to be disposed to show diarcapect.
One impudent fellow walked into the house about two hours ago, seated himself
before the fire and commenced a conversation in the most familiar manner. e
insisted twice on our performing on the piano. We gave him the most freezing
reception you ever witnessed, and seeing that we would not talk to him, left us
after a long visit. The most gentesl of tlhem have no manners. They have fried
to gather from us &ll of the information possible concerning the movements of owr
Armay; are all periectly exultant and.declare their firm belief that Richmond &nd
the Confederacy soon will fall before Shexman's hosts of eighty thousand.

By yesterday evening our stock of provisions was so nearly exhausted that
when Louise demanded her "tup and poon", as usual, there was not & mouthful of
enything to give her and we subsitituted a dose of paregoric instead and put her
to bed. This worning Mrs., Robert~on =ont over a little girl end coffee naved
{roim the wreck over thers and we eat Lor brealfant hominy with some turitey ~auce
left from Sunday's dinner using for apoons a piece of horm, and iron apoon &nd
4two nalt spoons. Wo gathered eround the one dish very merrily &nd felt thunicful
for that little. Everythiﬁ,g has been tuken from the house anq storercomns oxceni
a litvle peas, a small chine and two bags of flour which Meuma's ingcnuity caved
2or us. The carriage, and even Louise's cart have been carried off luden wits
provisions. Mrs. Roberison und tie Boyces auve sulrfered equally with ourneaves.

e ean h;‘f‘ar nothing frown Winnnboio, excepl the Lurning ol the steawm mill,

Mro. Ravor's wnd iies. Loudordule’s Wouses and tie greater pert of Muin Styeet.
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The depot and the cotton were dostroyed bvefore our soldiers left. Ve have been

t0ld repeatedly that we ought to be grateful that ouwr house has stood =0 long,

and d;a not expect to be allowed th remain under its shelter. Ve look forwaxd

with dread to the coming night. God have mercy upon usl

- [
/e have just been grieved to hear that our dear little Church was burned

to the ground last night, but cam hear nothing of our friends iﬁ tovin. The whole
of the Railroad was burned this morning. Just now evexything is perfectly quiet
and wo see only an occasional straggler. But don't mow vhetvher we are to expect
any moro.

Our negroes have sufiered too drsadfully, losing most of their provisions
and clothing, but they are firm friends and have gaimd my gratitude and respect.
Every threat has been made to extort the secret of the silver, etc, etc., but
without effect., I don' think we could ever have imagined how terrible this trial
vwas to be, but we have tried to bear ii bravely and are &ll certain that our prin=-
ciples are much strengthened by it. Some of the soldiers tell us that all of the
South Carolinians are strong "rebels"; while others again Ainaist upon the except-
ence of some good unionists, .All express thoir surprise at the amll resistance
they have met with. | |

‘Tvo yankees.guarded Mrs. Robertson's house voluntarily last night, having
heard threats of burning, etc., and were really kind to her. Upon leaving this
morning, one of them offered to carry & note requesting a guard. Sometime ai“ce.r-
wards he came back to say that General Ygiiz;‘e(?) f.ad refwed the request sa:}ing in
an angry tone he offéred "no protection to Rebel property", so this is why we have
been left to ourselves.

Since writing this letter, soms of Irs. Robertson's negroes went over,
returned and reported the whole expedition a failure, and the par'ty, without doubt
prisoners if their lives have been spared. This morning upon the near approach ol
the enemy, the gentlenien abandoned their wagons, horses, etc., and took to a avamp
nearby. I feel almost certain thai they have . failed i:; their object, and am much
worried about Mr, Dwight who I never expect to mee again. ( 7)

Poor lMrs. Robertson bears up bravely under this accumulation of troudvle.

Pever has como from,tbwn since dark and has given us some account oi the
burning. The Maih street from the printing office to the bank on one side and

from Dr. Robertson's to Leventriti'n old store on the other is in ashes, besiden
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the Church and old Dr. Boyleston's house.' Several of the soldiers declared that
they are acting under orders and threaten to complete the wark of destruction to-
night. This mekes us very uneasy and we are expecting to be put out of the houre

at any moment. So far, at half past wwelve, everything is perfectly quiet, however,
and I hope will continue so. ‘ )

In the country the énamy are car:ying on moat outrageously. Ve hoord of the
burning of Mr. John Adger's, occupied at present by Mra. Clark, tied up Mrs. Ander-
son in her house and throatensd to burn it over he; head if sho did not deliver up
her silver. /e hear have huagz Mr. Harrison, son-in-lew of Mr. C. Woodward, and his
little son. They are swoeping the vhole country for miles around, and X supﬁose
there is no chance of Tommy's escape. Oh, if the house had only been given to our
own soldiers?

Thgy carried off Dick yesterdey morning but he retwurned tonight, tired and
frightened, and very certain that these wretches surpassed any Yankees ho had ever
seen. Iie is sleeping in the house now and serves as a small comforv to us.

I don't believe tha%t you can begin %o imagine what this boing left in the
enemie's lines is, and how very miserable it is to feel that we are completely a%
the mercy of this brutal soldiery, flushed with vietory and éaaer to reap their
vengeance on our géllant little State. I earnesatly trust, however, that owr trial
is nearly if not quite over, as most of the Army must have passed omn.

One of the soldiers spoke the truth yesterday when he said, "You <outh
Carolinians w;ll remember Billy Sherwan many a long day".

I must close for tonight n&w, and will add our experience every day until

I find an opportunity to send this through the lines to you.

Fobruary 23rd.

Contrary to our expectations, the night was unusuelly atill. Mot a sound
alarmed us, though our ears were om a stretch during every moment of the time and
we were preparcd to take to the woods. The noegross tell us that we had a guard
without being conmscious of it. The terrible threats which the wretches have issued
azainst us for our "insolence", the finding of the swords in the houso, &N which
vwere several captured omss, and the adairation which they all expresred Iur thg
viace and house left us wtill uneasy, but I trust in Godfs mercy. Not a Yinhso hes
beon to our lioune today. Ve have only seen & few at a distance, Tls nosroen ive
wrstehed accounts of thone oxporisnces ané concur in the opinion thut the) e vae
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meanest nation on the face of the earth.

Springvale and every house on the place, excopting the negro quarters, is
burnt. All of the negroes, excepting Peter, Simon, Charlie, and Closs have made
Their escape with loss of clothing and some provisions. Tommie cams down this
morning, fearing that the house was burnt but returned to secure ths horaes vhich
were =till safe from the enemy.

The stor§’of‘the ¥illing of Mr. Harrison, we hear, is false but Mr, Brice's
and Mr. John Adger's are both burned end a good many others. There is no telling
what to beligve among the thousand reports that reach us. Poor Mrs. Robortrson has
borne herself bravely, but is suffering tortures on account of her lov'd Oneé.

Fobruary 24th,

Ve kept watch again last night hearing that the country was full of strapg-
glers, but_were much blessed again in Being permitted to remain in our.comfortable
home. This morning we commenced putting the house to rights and have ancertained
Tor the first time tle extent of ow losres. Hatiie says that I must tell you that
you never could imagine "ramsacking" carried to such an oxtent as was done here.
Some of the Yankee officers told un the other day that they had never zeen a houre
in such a copdition. Xach of us haa loat a good many thinés--not enouch to incon-
venience us bub qugte enouzh t0 heighten our already intense inmdignation. Ve are
too relieged and delighted to hear of the smafety of the whole of Mr. Robertson's
party after enduring hardships and losing everything but the change of clothing
they had on. They are bretty rear home how end will soon come up.

Just after dinner about a dozen of Hampton's Scouts passed riding down the

road in search of stragglers. I never felt such reverence Tor our soldiers as I

- do now. I wish some of them would como and see us. Not a Yankee in sight today.

You cannot imagine the apprehension from vhich we have suffered during %this dread-

. ‘ (A jl.l . . -
ful week. If we could only fight there im not omo of us who,mot enlint irmediately.
Bettie writes that not a Yankee entered their house, they having been fortunate

enouih to secure a guard from the beginning. Mrs. Naylor's household =uffered con=

siderably, Aunt.M. not -very much. Miss Finmney's rooms were burnt, but she naved

her clothing. Have not heard particulars of other friemds. Ilate in theo evening

we walked over %o Mrs. R's. and met the Dr. and the two Toms just returned from

their eventful expedition.

25%th.
Raining the vhole day o that we have not boen able to nee an& of our friondn
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altho vie are so anxious to meet them after our coumon trouble. Foel depressed as
the excitement wears away, by our entire separation from friends in the army.

-

Altho very wei}Kate » Ria and nmyself walked into town and atlended mervice
in the Courv Ilouse. It was an impressive and = lemn occasion--heard a fine ner=~
mon rrom Dr. Loxs on the text: "Mun doth not lcha,by bread alone™, etc. 'ie were
waraly welcomed by & host of friends and apont a long time giving our experience
and listening o that of others.

Just as we were preparing to go to bved Mr., D. arrived in excellont npirita/?’)
and looking much better for his so:journ in the bushes. Their esncape vian really

wonderul.,

27th.

Ve went this morning to the scene of our expedition in the woods and found
our treasurers beautifully packed away and all safe, disinterred) them and after-
wards paid a visit at Mrs. Boyce's. Ve are enjoying intensely the bLlesasing oif

" qyiet and imm'ur;ity from the hated wrotches. My little darl‘ing;- seemed quite nicl:‘

today. Lilla came to spend the night.,

This morning had the pleasure oi' seoing Lt. Farley and an officer from Va.
who called in to see how the Yankegs had treated us. Th.ey are scouting in the
noighborhood and gave us many pleasant incidonts of tl_meir recent exploita. Ue
coniploted the work ol dir:interriﬁ{; and fouud meny of our artic;en injured by cx-
posure and rain--especially & nunber of likenesses. Iy little Louise continues
very unwell. NMr., D, and Lilla with. us all day. Daddy Saby cama down and guave

us an account of’ tne destrucvion of our old home.

(Written bys Elizabeth Gaillard Dwight (grandmother of Mary Buchanan)
She lived at "Clifton" on 0l1d Camden Rd. next to Doty home. She was
daughter of David gaillard; married Wm. Moultrie DW1ght their daughter,
Floride Peyre Dw1ght, married Wm. Davis Douglas.)



